
Dear friends,
Clammy, piercing cold chilled us to

the bone, even as we drove in the car.
Our destination on this frigid, humid
day in January was an orphanage in the
town of Lopatyn in Western Ukraine.
Our precious cargo - Christmas presents
from people in Canada.

The moment the engine stopped in
the yard of the orphanage, we found
ourselves being the focal point of
dozens of curious eyes.

They were watching us from each
window of the three-storey building
and seemed to be x-raying our souls
to see if we looked approachable and
friendly and of course if we brought
anything for them.

This orphanage is ‘home’ to about
130 children without parents. Many

have serious health issues and others
suffer from mental disorders.

Today’s delivery is just a small part
of almost 1,200 children who have
received Gift Boxes of Hope in the
past couple of weeks. These include
many orphans, kids from gypsy
villages and children living in the
war zones in Eastern Ukraine.

This day, orphans aged from 3 to 18,
were patiently gathered in a concert
hall waiting for us to come and share
not only God’s love for them, but also
a physical token of that love in the
form of Christmas presents.

A group of older children even
prepared a welcoming program with
Christmas songs and poems as an
expression of their gratitude. They sang
loudly and sincerely, as if dragging out
thankfulness from the bottom of
their hearts for each and every small
thing they were about to get.

OPENING THE BOXES

“Wow!!”..exclaimed a 5 year old boy
as he unpacked his box. His eyes were
huge and sparkling, his mouth opened
with amazement.

The first thing he discovered was
a packet of rubber bands. He took it
hastily and waved it in front of our
cameraman who was filming that day:

“What is this thing?!” the boy asked
-but without waiting for an answer he
pressed this unknown object against
his chest, smiling and spinning on the
floor, as if embracing the most precious
thing in the whole world.

A young boy approached a teacher
in his classroom, showing off a winter
hat he found in his box: “I will have
my own hat now! See? My own! I
won’t need to steal one from Sergey
any more! Wow…”

It was impossible not to be taken
aback by both the eagerness and
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excitement the kids showed while
opening their presents. What made
them behave as if they were opening a
treasure chest, even if they simply
found a nice pen or a small toy car?

Was this a rational happy response
that comes with receiving something
you really needed or wished for? After
all, was this day all about getting the
things they needed?

Or…was it about getting something
as an act of love and care, something to
be called “mine.”

My box, my pen, my hat, my glasses.
Every child desires possessions that
belongs only to them, and thus makes
them feel special.

However, this is not the world these
orphans live in – they only have com-
mon things. ‘Ours.’

They don’t have parents to be called
‘my’ parents, only ‘our’ teacher, ‘our’
care-giver. They don’t have ‘my’ home,
but ‘our’ orphanage, never ‘my’ toy,
but ‘our’ toys. Even a hat was to be
shared or stolen.

From this perspective you can
understand how a puzzled little boy,
waving rubber bands in front of the
camera was the happiest kid on Earth,
because although he didn’t know what
to do with them - they were his.

He, like all orphans had been used
to losses in his life… and right now he
has just gained something.

The hunger to receive something that
would be theirs is powerful. A natural
need of an empty vessel to be filled.

To a great extent, it doesn’t really
matter whether they receive an ex-
pensive pair of new shoes or a simple
set of crayons.

Yes, they are poor and in need. But
in reality, a child getting some trinket
to call “mine” from a generous stranger
somewhere across the ocean, is already
a heart-changing miracle for him.

The bottom line of these Gift Boxes
isn’t to address all the material or
physical needs of orphans or other
underprivileged children in Eastern
Europe.

In partnership with local churches
who orchestrate these Boxes of Hope
parties, our goal is to instill in these
children a sense that God loves them
and cares for them deeply. And – YOU
- are the hands and feet that cause this
message to be heard!

Thanks to all of YOU who cared
enough to participate in HART’s ‘Gift
Boxes of Hope’ project this past year.

We’re grateful for compassionate
people like you who enabled us to put
a lot of love and a measure of HOPE
into the hands and hearts of needy
children in Ukraine.

If you were involved in this
project, please go to HART’s web-
site to see the child that received
YOUR Gift-box!

Iryna Lazurkevych
Communications

Coordinator
HART Ukraine



Agents of CHANGE
HART connects You and the church in Eastern Europe to fight poverty
and injustice. TOGETHER we can change lives, restore and build
communities; we can help children get an education, stay healthy,
learn how to build strong relationships and discover God’s love for
them in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Thank you for choosing to partner with HART. Because of this, you
are making transformation possible in thousands of lives.

● You’re bringing clean water to the sick and thirsty.
● You’re bringing God’s Word to thousands of children through

summer camps.
● You’re embracing vulnerable refugees with food, shelter, and

lifesaving medical care.
● You’re extending love and care for young girls that have been

trafficked into slavery.
● You’re restoring hope for thousands of children living in poverty.
● You’re allowing your love to overflow into a hurting world in

countless ways … THANK YOU!!

THOUSANDS OF LIVES ARE IMPACTED THRU YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH HART

Child Sponsorship success story

My dear Marjorie and all your family,
I was so happy to hear that you still remember me and keep me in your

thoughts. Unfortunately a big distance doesn’t let us to meet in person. In
March I turned 22, in May 2015 I got married. I have a very good husband
who understands me, helps me and supports me in everything. At the mo-
ment I work in a big supermarket as a senior seller. It is a responsible job and
I like it.

 We are church members
and we take part in church ministry, we sing in the choir.

I’m very grateful to you, dear Marjorie, for your prayers for me to the
Lord. I remember my childhood that I spent in camps where I met new
friends, learnt to trust others, to love and to forgive.

I remember our Bible classes. I learnt many Bible verses by heart which
helped me over years to solve some life questions. I have warm memories
about camps games, chatting at the fire.

I’m very thankful to you, dear Marjorie, for having chosen me among
many children, to support my family in a very difficult moment. 

I love you and always think of you, I keep your letters. I wish you strong
health and many years ahead.
   Hugs and kisses, your Maria.

YOU may not be able to change
the ‘world’ - but YOU can change
the world for one child like Maria!
Become a child sponsor TODAY!

Maria

This gypsy child is able to bathe because
someone like YOU donated funds to have a
water well dug for his village. Accessibility
to water is impacting this community by
preventing diseases, improving sanitation
and teaching children about proper hygiene.

A SPONSOR’S LASTING IMPACT ON A CHILD

[Four years after graduating from HART’s
Child Sponsor program, Maria wrote her
sponsors in Calgary the following letter:]



WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

Your gifts will allow us to respond practically and effectively
to the current needs of our partner churches and ministries
in Eastern Europe.

WHERE MOST NEEDED

PRAY
Please pray for pastors and volunteers in Ukraine, who dem-
onstrate God’s love to displaced people due to the war. Pray
that God will provide them with the resources they need for
their ministries. Also pray that peace will return to Ukraine.

Your support of HART’S Education Fund will lift countless
young people and their families in Ukraine and Moldova
out from under the heavy burden of poverty and despair.

EDUCATION FUND

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
If you want to change a country – start with its children!
Sending a child to summer camp is an investment in the future
leaders of a country – raised with Christian values and character.

HART is audited annually by an independent accounting firm and
our financial statements are available upon request. Our Board
of Directors has established the policy that all contributions
designated for a specified project shall be applied to that project,
with up to 5 per cent to be used if needed for administering the
gifts. When the need for such a program or project has been met,
or the project has been oversubscribed or where local conditions
prevent program implementation, HART will direct the remaining
funds to meet a similar pressing need.

Thanks!
Thanks to all the donors, sponsors, volunteers and attendees
who made our 2017 Calgary Ukrainian Dinner & Auction a
resounding success! Thousands of underprivileged children
will be attending summer camp programs in Ukraine and
Moldova because of YOUR generosity.

This year’s
Treasure Chest

prize was a
12-day

Caribbean Cruise!

GO to
www.hart.ca

to see all the 2017
Auction pictures

and details!

-
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